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To my Honoured Friends and Country-wen, 


Mr. LANE, Treaſurer, | 
Dr. GOODALL, | Mr. HI LT ON, 
Dr. CLENCHE, | Mr. SOUT H. 
Mr. FOSTER, | Mr. ST ANTON, 
Mr. GRIMBLE, And 
Mr. BIGSBY, | Mr. CHAPLIN, 
Stewards for the late Suffolk Feaſt, 


Gentlemen, 


His Sermon was lately preached, and is now 
printed in complignce with your Deſires. But 
"tis without the leaſt conſtraint that 1 preſent 

it thus publickly to you in the firſt place ; who, after. 
ſo long an Interruption, firſt called our Country-men 
together to a Feaſt of Charity. I'could not think of 
an Argument more proper for the occaſion, than that 
of Good-will to our own Kind, and a more raiſed Af- 
fefion to our Brethren of the ſame Faith. In our 


own. 
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own Nation we have lately ſeen the Expreſsions of a 
generous ( barity to Strangers made conſpicuous to the 
\ World by the Royal Authority, that gave encourage- 
ment to it. So that this Sermon does not ſpeak in be- 
half of a Vertue that is ſcarce to be fonnd among us ; 
but was rather intended in praiſe of them that dy well, 
and to excite others to imitation of ſuch Examples. 
How common ſoever this Argument is, yet its own 
worth will always bear it out. Till en learn to 
love one another as Men ; and Chriſtians as (hriſti- - 
ans, all other methods to mend the ſtate of the World, 
and of the Church, how proper ſoever they may be, will 
get have but little force. For, want of Charity is not 
ſo much the Effeft, as the C auſe of theſe Differences 
concerning the Things of this Life, and the way to a 
better, which are a Grief to all good Men. Theſe, 
and more Reaſons than I can now mention, may plead 
for the frequency of ſuch earneſt Applications as you 
approved in this Sermon ; which, ſince you will needs 
have to be thus publick, take it alſo as a Teſtimony, 
that I am, | 
Gentlemen, 


Vour affe tionate Friend and Servant, 


W. Cracerr. 


| 


Of the Humanity and Cha- 
rity of Chriſtians. 


Gat. & 16. 


As- we have therefore opportunity, let 

us do good unto all Men, eſpecially 

_ «to them that are of the Houſhold of 
Faith. | : 


ROM theſe words I might : well 
take occaſion to diſcourle upon three 
diſtia&t ſubjects. | | 


Firft ; Of the (everal 4&s or Ex- 
preſsions of Charicy ; which are here all com- 
prehended under doing good; altho by the 6th 
Verſe it ſhould ſeem, that the Charity of com- 
municating in the good things of this World, was 
principally intended in this place. 

Secondly ; Of the Objefts of Charity ; con- 
cerning which the Text expreſly affirms, that 


they 


Of the Humanity 


they are all Men in general, but eſpecially the 
Houſhold of Faith. | 

And, Thirdly ; Of the Rewards of Charity, 
which are intimated in the Text by the reterence 
of thoſe words, As we bave therefore opportunity, 
ro the foregoing Promile, verſ. 9. In due ſeaſon 
we ſhall reap if we faint not. For this ſhews the 
Opportunity here mentioned to be the time that 
we have for ſowing our good Works, and thatif 
we uſe it, they will yeild a Harveſt of Rewards, 
which we {hall certainly reap in due ſeaſon. 


But in {o narrow a compals of time, I. muſt 
not undertake to enlarge upon theſe three Par- 
ticulars ; and therefore omitting che farft, I chufe 
to inſiſt upon the ſecond, and to conclude with 
ſome few RefleCtions upon the laſt. 

And thus the firſt thing to be conſidered is, 
the Exhortation to doing Good, with reſpeCt to 
the general Obje&t: Ler us do good unto al 
Men. Now, becaule it is impoſlible that we 
ſhould be aQually beneficent to every Man in 
the World, otherwiſe than by our Prayers fox 
All: Therefore the plain meaning of the Ex- 


hortation is this, that we ſhould exclude. no 


Man out of our Charity, who needs our help, 
and 


.to do him good. Which tho:it be a 'Duty fo 
much for the Intereſt of. Mankind, that one 
would think no body ſhould be againſt. it, yet 
as the World goes, -1t ſeems. to.,:need-the; Fe: 
rity of us All, in ſtanding up>for it againſt all 
falſe Principles, and bad —_—_ that are ad- 
vanced in oppoſition co It... 

I muſt be.content. at- this! time. ta Gong for 
it, without: reflecting -upot; any. Opinions 'or 
Practices that: are a 
proceed forthwith to repreſent this part of the 
Apoſtile's Exhortation,. To do. good unto all, as a 
Duty under Obligations common'to all Mei, 
and under Obligations peculiar to Chriſtians. 


I. The Obligations of the firſt ſort, are 

(ommon Humanity, and Natural Piety. 
yt. Common Humanity. For the {enſe of P 
Nature which is common to us All, does oblige 
- us to bear kind: Aﬀection one to another. Be- 
cauſe. I know how I my ſelf am affeed with 
Pain and/Poverty, with Hunger and Thisſt, 
with Fear and Grief, .and with all the Suffer- 
ings that Humane Life is ſubje& to; I know 
how others are affefted with them o_—_ inaſ- 
B much 


and. comes within the compals obs our ur Ability ; 


it... And therefore I 
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much as we are All moulded into one and the 
fame Nature : So that Nature ic {elf has given 
me a ſenſe of the Miſeries of others, which 
had been a trouble withouc any advantage, if 
' ſhe had not thereby ſhewn me the way to eaſe 
my ſelf, by relieying them. And that we are 
framed to theſe Aﬀections, is one of the No- 
bleſt Priviledges we have above Brutes, who 
were made for Selfiſhnels, becauſe they do not 
underſtand, and cannot feel what their Fellow 
Brures ſuffer. For as for thoſe appearances of 
Kindneſs which the Author of Nature hath 
diſpoſed them to, elpecially of the old ones to 
their young, .vyeſee they proceed from an Im- 
pulſe, the meaning of which they underſtand 
not, becaule they go off by certain Rules , for 
when the young ones. can ſhift for theraſelves, 
there 1s no appearance of Compaſſion after- 
wards in the old , whatſoever accafion there 
way be for-it. To Man only of all Creatures 
under Heaven, God has given this quality, to 
be affected with the Grief and vvith the Joy of 
thoſe of his own kind ; and to feel the Evils 
which others feel, that vve may be univerſally 
diſpoſed to help and relieve one another. 


Now 


"I 
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Now this, no leſs than other moral Diſpo- 
fitions, is under the power of our own Libercy 
to improve it, or weaken it. Tho Nature in- 
clines us ro Humanity, yer Cuſtom, 'and bad 
Principles may give us another Bias, and make 
us unconcern'd what others feel. Bur Nature, 
without Art and Force uſed upon it, ſeldom 
proves cruel ; and we ſeethat they which have 
the leaſt of that we call Breedinz, are prone to 
Pity and Commilſeration. . Men of a ſimple 

ruſtick Education, and of mean Profeſli- 
ons, eaſily fall into Compaſſion ; and ſeldom 
fail of relieving one another, if the conſidera- 
tion of their own Intereſt does not prevail a- 
gain it. | | | 

But where Human Nature meets with the 
beſt Improvements, there Humanity grows in- 
to generous Inclinations. The more that Men 
are exalted above Brutes, the more that th 
are framed to other Vertues, to Wiſdom, Pa- 
cience, and Fidelity,and Temperance, and For- 
titude, and Modeſty ; fo much the more are 
they addited to Mercy and Compaſſion, and 
forward torelieve others, tho with loſs and pain 
tro themſelves. But Inhumanity grows ever- 
more -upon the Corruption of Nature, by 

2 | wretched 
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wretched Miſtakes, by brutiſh Senſuality, or by 
Pride and Inſolence. It grows nowhere bur in 
a Soil that is already curled. And ſometimes 
there muſt be a complication of all manner of 
Vices to make way for this. For ſome Men 
who are not otherwiſe good, are not yet bad e- 
nough to put oft compaſſion to their own kind. 

Finally, That Applaule and Commendation 
that is univerſally given to Men of a beneficent 
and generous Temper, isa ſtanding argument, 
that to do good to All, is the Law of our Na- 
ture, Nay, the Commendation given to Yertue, 
is in great part owing to this, that every Vertue 
is beneficial not only to him that hath it, bur to 
others too. Whatfoever is lovely, and.of good. 
Report amongſt Men,as all Vertue' is, takes the 
name of Goodneſs, becauſe it partakes of'irs 
nature, and ſerves its end : Infomuch that Juſtice 
it ſelf has its praiſe from Goodneſs and Mercy. 
The leveriry-of the Laws againſt Villains, and 
the Puniſhments inflited on them, being not 
ſo much approved for the Pain that they luffer, 
as for the Inſtruion of the Example, and the 
ſecurity it'brings to honeſt Men. In ſhort, tho 
Greatneſs will be always flattered, yet nothing 
is more evident,than that Goodneſs, and _ 
nels 


7 
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nels only, will be approved and loved ; whillt 


Unmercifulnets and Cruelty, how common ſo- 


ever the practice of ic may be, is yet counted: 


unnatural, and is generally [o hated a thing, that 
they who are moſt guilty of it, will call Impu- 
dence to their Aid, as long as it will ſerve the 
turn, to purge themſelves to the World, by 
denying the Fact. Bur, 

2. Natural Piety does no leſs bind us to do 
good to all, than common Humanity. For we 
are taught {o to do, not only by what we know 
concerning our ſelves, but by all that we know 
of God. - | _— 

As he has made us all in one Nature, ſo he 
bath made a common proviſion for us all, of 
things needful for our Lite and Welfare. He 
has given us {pace and room enough to live in, 
and the Sun, and the Rain, and the Fruits of the 
Earth.to ſerve us all, and all-things-convenient. 
and comfortable in-pleaty, ſufficient ' for -the 
whole race of Mankind ; a plain fign: of his 
Goodneſs to us all, and a plain Inſtrugion'thar 
he would have us live without, Eavy and Ra- 
pine, and be- inoffenlive: and kind, and-where 
need requires, liberal to one another; - , | 


And 
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And yet in the midſt of this common Provi- 
fion he hath Rill lefr. us in need of one ano- 
thers Aſfiſtence ; . and even the greatelt of All 
for many comforts of Life, nay for the very 
neceſlary ſupports of it, to depend upon the 
meaneſt,as the(e do, for other benefits, depend 
upon thoſe above them , that ſo this mutual 
dependance we have upon one another mi 
be a further obligation ro murual Aﬀection, 
and that Benehts given and returned might al- 
ways cheriſh and ws It. 

Farther ; inaſmuch as God hath derived us 
all from one ſtock, and made us of one Blood ; 
this ſeems to ſpeak his intention of obliging all 
Men to mutual Beneficence. He could as eafi- 
ly have peopled the World at firſt, as he created 
one Man, and out of that Man took a Woman, 
to be the Parents of Mankind. Burt he rather 
choſe that we ſhould be the Children of one 
Stock, that remembring how vve vvere All 
once in the loins of one Parent, we ſhould as 
Brethren love and help one another. 

To conclude this Argument ; There is no 
Perſwaſion concerning God more deeply root- 
edin our Natures, than that he is Good and 
Gracious, full of Compaſſion, and ready to 


help 
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help the Miſerable. For we are made to be- 
lieve this ſo ſtrongly, chat no Opinions which 
imply the contrary, can utterly extinguiſh this 
Faith. For they thar think the hardeſt things 
of God,do in efte& confeſs their own miſtakes, 
by praying always to him, and with more 
earneſt applications,when they fall into diſtreſs. 
But is it not evident, that God by leaving ſuch 
Impreſſions of his own Goodneſs upon our 
Minds, ſignified his Pleaſure that we ſhould 
be good to one another, under the penalty of 
being odious to him ? 

Such things as theſe may be (aid, ro ſhew 
the common Obligations we are under to do 
good to All, as we are Men. Bur then, 


IL. There are peculiar Obligations. to ic as 
we are Chriſtians. I will be bold roſfay, that if 
Chriſtzanity had deſtroyed the Principles of Hu- 


manity, it had been a terrible Temptation to 


a Gaod Man. to.reject it ; Nay, it it had nor 
eſtabliſhed and improved them, vve had wanc- 
ed one conſiderable inducement to receive it. 
For there is ſo much natural evidence that Men 


are bound to do good to. one another, that L 


doubt no evidence can. be great enough that 2 


/ 
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Religion comes from God, vvaich lets Men 
looſe from all the Obligations of. Humanity. 
And if there be any one character of Doctrine, 
which would induce a Man to receive it as com- 
_ ing from (70d, more than another, it is this, 
Thar ic doth effetually promote Benigniry and 
Charity, a kind and generous Temper, and all 
ſorts of Good Works. And this, I am ſure is 
the Character of true . and uncorrupted. Chri- 
ſtianity. -For, ER 
1. Asit is a Rule of Manners, it is wholly 
framed to deſtroy all diſpoſitions to Rage, Ma- 
lice, Cruelty, and Uncharitableneſs; and to 
plant Goodneſs, Compaſſion, and Benignity in 
our minds. 'To this end it hath provided againſt 
all the cauſes of Uncharitableneſs ; that is, a- 
gainſt Covetouſneſs, Luſt, Ambition, Impa- 
tience, Revengefulneſs,and the like. And there- 
fore the Apoſtle doubted not to lay, that the 
end of the (ommandment is ( harity. And that 
which is moſt remarkable in this kind is, That 
whereas nothing can with greater colour of 
Reaſon obſtru&t the diſpoſiion of a Chri- 
ſtian to be good to All Men, than to be him- 
ſelf abuſed and wronged by others ; therefore 
our Lord, to. guard the Duty of Univerſal Be- _ 
| neficence, 
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nificence, has made it 'our Duty to o__ 
nay and to love our very Enemies; which 
ſeems to be a Law peculiar ro Chriſtianity. 

2. If we conſider our Lord Jeſus himſelf, 


the Author of our Religion ; he was the moſt 


lorious pattern of Charity and doing good, 
= ny in the World. For ke was 
contented to come down into this wretched 
World, and to lead an afflicted Life, and to 
endure an ignominious and painful Death, for 
the Salvation of Mankind. And when he con- 
verſed publickly amongſt his Country-men, he 
went abdut doing good : And though his Do&trine 
and his Works were ftill cavilled at, and per- 
verted to a wrong Intention, by a froward 
and unthankful Generation of Hen, yet he 
ceaſed not to do good to all that came to him 
for Relief; and to many others that never 
ſought it from hin. So that we are to treat 
_ every Man, as otie whotii (Chriſt ſo loved, as 
to die for him. And if our Religion ſtands 
at all in the imitation of (hriſt, we are to do 
good to the Unthankful and Unjaſt, as need te- 
quires ; nay, and to ds Good 4gainſt Evil, and if 
poſlible, to overcome Evil with Good. But, © 


\ 3. The 


cs 4, 4 ” 
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Mat, 10, 
7, 8, 


Verl. 14. 


- 3- The way: which he chole for the propa- 


gation of his Religion, was above all things 
a demonſtration, that he intended his Diſciples 
ſhould be inoffenſive and beneficent to all 
Men. If indeed under a pretence of ſaving 
the Souls of Men,-he had armed his Follow- 
ers to kill his Enemies, his Do&rine had. not 
carried ſo much as a face of Sincerity, but had. 
rather looked like a-deſign of Intereſt and Am- 
bicion, than of Charity and doing good. Bur 
with what Weapons did he ſend abroad his 
Miniſters to. ſubdue Men to himlelf 2 Go, 


ſays he, cleanſe the Lepers, heal the Sick, raiſe the 


Dead, &c. Freely ye have received, freely give. 
If this would:not make their preaching effe&tu- 
al, the worſt they were to do was, to ſhake. the 
Duft off. their Feet againſt that place which re- 
jeted them. It. they were perſecuted in one (ity, 
they were to fie to another. If Sufferings follow- 
ed chem from one place to. another, they were 
to poſſeſs their Souls in patience ; and, in all chis, to. 
tove and pray for-their Enemies. The Doctrin of 
our Lord ] E sus, and his ownExample, and 
the Means he uſed- to ſpread his Faith in the 
World, vere all of a. piece ; that Charity-be-. 
ing eminently preached in the way of convert- 


ing. 
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ing the World to his Religion, which was fo 
powerfully recommended by his Example,and 
to ſtrongly urged by his DoEtrine. And if it 
had not been ſo, the Dorine of /Chriſtianity 
had not done {o much Good, as the way of 
propagating it had done Miſchief. The Do- 
Qrine it {elf of doing good to 4H, had been but 
a dead letter, if it had been carried into the 
World wich Rage and Cruelty, Ic had ſerved 
only to condemn Chriſtians of Hypocriſy, for 
pretending the Good of Mens Souls in deftroy- 
ing their Lives ; and for _—_— Charity, 
while they carried Confuſion and Deſolation 
where-ever they went. Had they behaved 
themſelves .in this manner , they had given 
juſt cauſe of ſuſpicion that they were gather- 
ing a Party in an hoſtile oppoſition to all the 
World beſides, and that the Brotherly- kindneſs 
of (hriſtians, conſiſted in- excluding the reſt 
of Mankind from Common-Charity, and re- 
quired that Unbelievers ſhould be treated 


as Enemies, and proſecuted with the utmoſt 
Hatred. And therefore altho in this very place 


St. Paul's deſign was to move the Chriſtians to 
contribute towards the common Concerns of 
the Church, yet leſt he ſhould ſeem to ex- 

C 2 empt 
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empt them from, the obligation. of doing good to 
All, by calling for their Beneficence towards 
one another ; he. prevents the ſcandal by re- 
quiring Beneficence. to All, almoſt out of its 
place. I ſay, tho. his buſinels was- now: to. 
perlwade them. to dp good to the Flouſhold of Faith: 
Yet that this might be no pretence for Inhuma- 
nity, he guards his meaning by an, Exhortation 
in the firſt-vlace, to.do, good.to.all: Hen, And 
upon all theſe accounts, I had much rather at. 


4 a+ +4 w 


The ſecond. is. more particular, viz. the 
Haouſhald,of Faith , and upan this the.Exhorta-. 
tion. 'rans thus; let; us-do-good, eſpecially;to:the. 
Hanſhold of Faith; that; is, to-Chriſtians, who are; 
ane. Body. or Society: of: Men, - united; one: to. 
another under one Head, our:Lord- Jeſus Chriſt, 
by one Faith, to the Profeflion; of; which, they. 
axe admitted by oue- Baptiſm; according-to that 

£4h.4. 5. laying: of; the Apoſtle, one. Lord, one. Haith, one: 
Baptiſm.;, 
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Baptiſm; which are the Bonds that make the 
Church one Family. or Houſhold. Now toall 
that are of this Houſhold, we are to do. good 
eſpecially, and more than to others, though we 


are to do good to all Men. And: under this | 


particular there are theſe two things oblerva- 
ble. 


x. That the Obligation we are under to- 


do good. to-all Men, does not hinder preferring 
ſome- before- others, whether in reſpe& of the 
time, or the:degree of doing good, I obler- 
ved before; rhat we have ſo limited a-Power, 
that we cannot be actually. beneficent.co All, 
and. therefore muſt chooſe our Objects. with 
diſcretion. There are ſeveral good. Works, 
which many do- not need from us, and we 
cannot- perform them for- All that do. _ And: 
therefore Charity. mult be. guided by Judg- 


ment. in determining upon,whom. to ler fall-the 


effe&s of our readineſs to: do good, to All, 
Sometimes that Relation-we have to orie ano- 
ther, which is-neareſt, is to: determine thecale;, 
If I can provide only for my,own Family, they 
are-in the firſt place to-betaken care for. Andi 
where, the Cale is, in- other, Relpe&s.equal, L 
am to prefer an. Acquaintaace, before a Straa 


ger; 
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ger; 'my Country-man before a Foreigner ; a 
Friend before an Enemy ; a (ſerviceable Man 
before -one that 'is good for nothing ; and a 
vertuous Man before a Villain. Bur the Cafe 
may be ſuch, and the need ſo much more prel- 
ting on the one {1de-than the other, that I may 
be obliged to prefer the later before the for- 
mer. And as to this matter, when all is ſaid 
chat can be \aid, the prudence of every honeſt 
Man will be requifit to apply general Rules to 
particular Caſes. Thus much is implied in 
this part of the Exhortation. But, 

2. This is expreſſed, That whereas there 
are certain Reaſons of making a difference, in 
doing good between Man and Man ; vve_ 
ſhould have a very ſpecial regard to thoſe that 
profeſs the true Religion, and are Members of 
one Body with us as Chriſtians, beſides that 
common relation we have to them in the 
great Body of Mankind ; Eſpecially if their 
Converſation be as ic becomes the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, which I queſtion not is ſuppoſed by the 
Apoſtle, who would not have had a diforder- 
ly Liver ſo much as continued in the Houſhold 
of Faith ; and more eſpecially if their neceſſi- 
ties be great and preſſing ; and moſt of all 

when 
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when it happens that they fare ill for doing 
well, which is a Caſe that often happens. Tho 
ſuch. Men. be none of. our Kindred, tho they 
be none of our. Country, they are yet allied 
to us by. more ſacred Ties, by. a:nearer Relati- 
on, by ſtricter Bonds ; and that we are to do 
good to them more than to others, is a Point. 
that ſtands upon plain and ſtrong Reaſons. 

For, 1.. Itis very fit andjuſt that we ſhould. 
love them more than others ; For they are real- 
ly. better than-other men are; and if upon this: 


F . . 
Account chey deſerve a greater [ntereſt.in our- 


Aﬀefion, they ought to have a proportionable. 
2are in the uſual Expreſſions and Teltimonies 


of. it, When 'our Saviour ſaid, . By. this ſhall ; "oY 


all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have Love 35. 
one to another , we. muſt needs think that he. © * 
meant a more fervent and generous Aﬀection. 
than. is at the bottom. of the common Friend- 
ſhips of the World, and. more effeQual- and. 
lively Teſtimonies. of it, than are uſually ſeen 
amongſt. other Men; For otherwiſe, how 
ſhould their Love diſtinguiſh them from thoſe : 
which were not. his Diſciples? But was this 
Extraordinary Aﬀection and Beneficence no-. 
better than mere. fondneſs. and partialiry-2. Was. 
| t- 
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it not to be grounded upon Wiſdom and Judg- 
ment, and to be juſtified by the true Worth and 
Excellence of his Followers? The Diſciples 
of (brit were to be Examples of Fidelity and 
Juſtice, Humility and Modeſty, Patience and 
Meekneſs, and Faith in God, and likewiſe of 
Charity to Men. God himſelf loves Men for 
ſuch Qualities as thele are, and will reward 
them for ever. And therefore how is it poſ- 
ſible but for the ſake of theſe Qualities they 
- ſhould love one another, and ſhew it by the 
effects of true Eſteem and AﬀeQion, in doing 
Good to Men. thus qualified , above others. 
And, ©. 

' 2, *Tisa very neceflary Expreſſion of Love 
to our Lord Jeſus , to make this difference in fa- 
vour of his faithful Servants and Followers. 
He has made them Members of Himſelf, and 
as ſuch he will treat them; and therefore he 
expects that we ſhould do lo too; as we un- 
doubtedly ſhall, it we are true and living 
Members of his Body our ſelves. If ye love me, 
ſays he, keep my (ommandments, And, this is the 
( ommandment that he hath given us, that we love one 
another , as St. John tells us with much earneft- 
neſs, and lays great weight upon it. But 4 ar 


Brotherl -kindneſs of C briflians. _ 


—__C 


2 


had not been urged in this manner, no inference 


from our love to feſus could be more natural, 


than to bear a ſpecial kindneſs towards choſe 
whom he is pleaſed to own not only for his 
' Servants, but his Brethren and his Friends. The 
truth-is, he hath left chem to receive the live- 
ly Expreſſions of our real Aﬀection to him. 
And it is obſervable, that altho we ſhall be 
accountable to him for our behaviour to all 
Men, yet he hath told us beforehand that a par- 
ticular regard will be had at our laſt Account, 
how we have comforted and relieved his Ser- 
vants in their diſtreſs. For upon that Charge, 
that thoſe on the left-hand had not given 
him Heat when he was hungry, nor Drink 
when he was thirſty, nor clothed him ' when 


he was naked, nor viſited him when he was: 


fick and in Priſon ; it is added, Then ſhall 
they ſay, Lord, when ſaw we thee an bungred, and 


gave thee no meat? Cc. And then ſhall he' 
anſwer them, ſaying , Verily, inaſmuch as ye- 
did it not to one of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not 


unto me. 


3. Our Charity ſhould run more plentiful-. 
ly in this Chanel, for the relief of good Chri- 
| D 


ſtians ; 
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ftians ; becauſe in their diſtreſs, they rely only upon 
God for belp, and expedt in it ſuch ways only as 
God approves. But they cannot afford to help 
themſelves by wicked or indirect means. We 
therefore ſhould take our ſelves to be God's 
Miniſters in bringing ſuccour to them ; that 
whilſt they have the honour to approve their 
dependence upon him, by refuſing all ways of 
relief which are inconſiltent with their Duty 
to him, we may have the honour to let them 
ſee that they have not truſted God in vain. We 
ſhould conſider true Believers and Good Men, 
when they are oppreſt with Want, as under an 
efteQual reſtraint from all baſe and impious 
ways of ſupplying themlelves ; and conſe- 
quently as the nobleft Objects of Charity ; of 
Charity, I ſay, for the Charity of ſome Good 
Men is the uſual way by which God relieves o- 
ther Good Men in their Aﬀictions, It may 
ſometimes be a good Realon to Relieve a Beg- 
gar, that we may prevent his taking a worſe 
Courſe to Relieve himſelf. But Charity ſhould 
never flow more plentifully than to thoſe that 
will not be ftarved out of their Integrity, but 
truſt God tho they dye. And thar, 


4. Be- 
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4. Becaule the end of Charity is doubly 
attained by having a ſpecial regard to ſuch 


Perſons, in doing Good to them, rather, and 


more than, to others : for here is not only 
Good done to Men that are in want and di- 
ſtreſs, which is common to the relief both of 
the Good and the Bad; but here is an en- 
conragement given to Vertue too, which is pecu- 
liar to the caſe of doing Good to Good Men. 
And therefore, beſides what is done in mere 
Humanity, there ſhould be ſomething added 
as a reward to Vertue.Þ And we onght to 
remember, that God in giving us more or 


GS 


leſs pewer to be beneficial to Men, has 


thereby put it into our power to encourage 
Piety and good Manners, and all that is wor- 
thy of Praife amongft Men. And whilſt we 
make it manifeſt to the World, chat Righteous 
Men are in their diſtreſs fo far from being forſa- 
ken of God, that not only their Diftreks but 
their Innocence roo, and their Vertue ſhall be 
conſidered by Men ; we do effeRually reprove 
Wickedneſs and Vice, and preach Honeſty and 
Piety. And itis not unlikely but Charity thus 


placed, beſides the good that it does to the 
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Bodies of ſome, will do good allo to the Souls 
of others. | 


Upon ſuch plain reaſons as theſe, we ſhould 
more eſpecially do Good to the Houſhold of Faith. 
Whereby alſo we may withourt farther trouble 
avoid their Cenſures, who carry their reſpect 
to thoſe whom God loves and honours beyond 
what I have been pleading for: I mean thoſe 
who reckon it to be no ſmall Act of Piety, to 
viſic the Bones, and the Aſhes, and other Re- 
liques of Saints and Martyrs, and to leave 
coſtly Preſents at cheir Shrines and Sepulchres. 
For it has been laid to our charge with-no little 
Confidence, that we diſhonour and contemn 
the dead. Servants of God, becaule we do- not 
thus offer to *em. But we may, I hope, clear our 
ſelves without offence, and ſay that. we are as 
ready to honour the Dead, as to relieve the Li- 
ving Saints, We are not well aſſured that the 


Bones and the Utenſils,to-which ſo mighty a re-. 
_ gard is given, are indeed the Remains of Saints :. 
But if we were, yet weare not ſatisfied that there 


is any reſpect tothe dead Bodies of the Saints, 
beyond that of a decent and honourable In- 
| terment 


having viſited, and. relieved, our feeding, clothing, . 
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terment, warranted. by, the Examples of the 
rraly Primitive Church ; and that any Service 
to 'em beyond this is acceptable to God, has 
wanted proof hitherto, and Defence as well as 
Proof. But now we are very ſure that the 
Bodies of Righteous and Godly. Men, are ho- 
ly,. and the living, Temples of God, whilſt they 
live with us in this World : For this the Scrip- 
ture ſaith.. We are ſure that the Sacrifices of 
Alms, which are Sacrifices, when given for 
God's:{ake, that with them, I lay,. God is well 
pleaſed, for this is affirmed in the Scripture. 
We are very lure that they are doubly pleaſing 
to him, a they. are preſented to his livin 

Members, when .they are diſtributed. to: the. 
Houſhold of Faith , for. this allo is *_—_ to. 
Scripture.. And inall theſe things there is ſuch. 
evident Congruity, that Reaſon: without any. 
diſpute prelently. agrees to 'em.. Ina —_ 
[do not read that any.the leaſt Promiſe is made 
to viſiting and preſenting the. Aſhes of the 
Dead; nor that Chriſt will take. theſe things: 
when done in honour of his Servants, as done 
ro himſelf. Bur read that at the laſt day, our. 


and; 


Of the Humanity, and 


and comforting the leaſt of his true Servants that 
are with us, will be {o accounted, and will be 
rewarded, as if theſe things had been done to. 
himſelf. In as mach as ye did it to the leaſt of theſe, 
Je did it alſo unto me. All which being conſider- 
ed, we may be ſure that we are well guarded 
againſt the angry Refleftions of our Neigh- 
bours, if we take care to excel them in Charity 
ro the Living, as much as they imagin they 


out-do us in honouring the Dead. And thus 


much for the Objects of Charity, as they are 
ſpecified in the Text. 


l am now to touch upon that intimation of 
the Rewards of it, which we have in the Text 
alſo : As we have opportunity. It is a true ſenſe 
of theſe words to interpret them thus ; as often 
as occaſions of Charity preſent themſelves, and 
as long as we are in a condition to do good 
Works of this kind. But as I told. you, they 
have. a plain reference ro the three foregoing 
Verſes. Be not deceived,God us not mocked : for what- 
ſoever a Man foweth, that ſhall be alſo reap. For he 
that ſoweth to the Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap Cor- 
ruption : but he that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the 
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Spirit reap Life Everlaſting. And let us nat be 
weary in well doing : for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, 
if we faint not. As we have tberefere opportunaty, 
let us, &Cc. i. e. as long as the opportunity or 
ſeaſon of fawing in good Works laſts, let 
us ſow,that we may reap plentifully when Har- 
veſt-time comes, 1. e. when the Rewards of 
Charity ſhall be. given abroad, as they will 
aſluredly be in a better World, if ' noe in this 


alſo. The Seed which he means, as we find © 
by the 6th Verle, are the good things of this 


Life. And as by ſowing to the Spirit, he un- 
doubtedly meant, doing good out of our 
worldly Store to All Men, and eſpecially to the 
Houſhald of Faith , fo by ſowing te the Fleſh, muſt 


- onthe other hand be meant, the encreaſing of 
our own Pofſeſfions,and the ferving of our own 


Pleaſures : I will not ſay providing for inordi- 
nate Luſts; for this is more than the Text ne- 
ceſlarily iraplies, tho that be ſown to the Fleſh 
tao : Sothat we will (et hat aſide, and conſider 
what the uſe of that Wealth will come to, which: 
is expended in things not to be blamed, in good- 
ly Houſes, and ftne Cloaths, and a plentiful 
Table, and the like. For this: is ſowing to the 


Fleſh, 
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Fleſh; and the Apoſtle-tells us, that he that ſow- 
eth to the Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corrnption ; 
i.e. :atthe end of this Life he ſhall find, that 
all cheſe chings have periſhed in the uſmg, and 


can turn to no account for him now ar laſt, that 


there is no farther enjoyment of them, and 


that the very remembrance of them, which 
is all that is left, hath neither Pleaſure nor 
Profit in it : And ſo he ſhall reap for this ſow- 
ing, nothing but %eg, Corruption, 4. e. no 
increaſe, but a lols of what he ſowed. 


Now true it is, that thus we muſt all ſow to 
the Fleſh in ſome degree or other, we muſt 


| provide for our own Bodies, and the needs of 


our Life ; and we may make a reaſonable uſe 


of our Wealth, for the innocent Pleaſures of 
it coo. But this is that ſowing, which will 
v=ild no Harveſt at laſt. There is an enjoy- 
-aent for the time, but when the uſe is over, 
:here is no farther profit to be expeted. So 
that he is ſaid by the Apoſtle, to ſow to the 
Fleſh, who does little or nothing elſe with the 
good things of this World that God has given 
him, bur only ſers himſelf out with them, and 

applies 


"7 ON er tS ot *%. 
> , ted a 
0 45s a4 _— » 
AK®... 6. . + * wed vB. 
4 ad 
: 


Fr Brotherly-kindneſs of Chriftians. 8h | 


applies them wholly to the ſerving of his own 
Needs and Pleaſures. For by him that ſowetrh 
to the Spirit, he could not mean one that makes 
no uſe of his Wealth for ſupplying his own 
Necds and Neceſſities, but one: who does thar, 
and relieves others too, Novy of him it is 


id, that he ſhall reap Life everlaſting ; for tho 


the Seed be it ſelf of a tranſitory, carnal, and - 
periſhing Nature, yet being thus diſpoled to a 
{piritual uſe, being caſt into ſuch a Soil, ic ſhall 
yeild an everlaſting Profit, and an Increaſe 
that he ſhall live upon for ever. But then ſays 
the Apoſtle, Be not deceived, God is not mocked ; 
for as a Man foweth, $e ſhall alſo reap. Though 
a (up of cold Water given to a Diſciple, in the 
name of a Diſciple, ſhall not loſe its Reward, i. e. 
when either more is not in the hand of him thar 
gives, or no farther need in him that receives, 
yet ſo ſmall a thing is mockery, where there 
is om need on the one fide, and ability to 
an{wer it on the other.-- This' being remem- 
bred, it remains true what our Saviour ſaid, 
He that receiveth ; and therefore he that relie- 
veth a Righteous Man, in the name of a Righteous 
Man, or becauſe he is a Righiteoits Man, ſhall 
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receive a Righteous Man's Reward. Fox to him 
in ſome part the Righteous Man's Thankful- 
neſs to God, and the ſupport of his Faith and- 
dependence upon God, and the making of his 
perl, everance therein more eaſy, and the re- 
{cuing hin ont of 'Temptation, may in good 
ws | 2m be imputed. 


Now Brethren, we have in this Life only, 
the opportunity of ſowing to the Spirit in this 
manner, and of making Friends to our ſelves of 


' the Mammon of this Wojld, that whien ic fails, we 


of che Good we have done to All Hen, and 


may be received into everlaſtmg Habitations, and 


of turning the things of this World, which. 


ſo often betray Men to Perdition, into the In- 
ſtruments of our Salvation. Let us therefore 
often confider thole Words and Exhortations 
of Sr. Paul, and that when our Reckoning 
comes to be caſt up at the end of our Lives, 
there will be no longer any Profit or Comfort 


in what we have worn, and eaten, anddrank, 
- but we {hall find thatto be true, The Belly for 


Meats, and Meats for the Belly ; but God will de- 
ſtroy bath it and them, Burt that the remembrance 
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eſpecially to the Houſhold of Faith, will be ſweet 
and pleaſant to us, and that the Reward of 
it will endure for ever. 


Therefore my beloved Brethren, be ye fledfaft, 

' mumoveable, always abounding in the Work 
of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your 
Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


\ Parohrae with Notes. eface; on.the ſixth Chapter 
of St. Fobrz abrving, Þ $a © is neither good Reaſon, 
f Sr Aur, to -fappole” that the Eucharift is diſc 
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Tniſubſanciation from. it, 


Wholſome Advices from the Bleſſed Virgin, to her -Indiſzect 
Worhippers. 


AlLetter to the Miſrepreſenter of Papiſts. B 2a Vindication 
of that part of the Proteſtant Preface to the elfem Advices 


from the Bleſſed £ x, &'c. which Ne —_———_—_ 
ity to Papiſis, vath 
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a Lay-man's 4 


Fuly 19. 1686. By James 


A Diſcourſe of Boſom Sins. A Sermon preached before the 
- Lord Mayor, &c. Otftob..10., 166. By Peter. Newcome. 


G rotize his mani Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 


| Ranjecdinco Engis Ver by W. Armoed, Eſq. 


Sold by Jonathan Robinſon at the Golden Lion in | 
by St. Paul's Church-Yard:-- . 


